CHAPTER XVIII VARIOUS OTHER SWINE TROUBLES
A NUMBER of ailments and practices are grouped together here, few of which are responsible for the death of many animals, but they are often a source of annoyance to the owner, Among these might be mentioned rickets, choke, piles, hernia, sunstroke, and posterior paralysis. While these may occasion the loss of a few animals, they seldom take the form of an epidemic. A description of" castration may be unnecessary to most farmers because this is a common farm practice. It is included, however, for the benefit of the beginner.
Thousands of dollars are spent annually for minerals and various hog tonics. A brief discussion of these will help the reader to understand their limitations. Salt poisoning should be interesting to all owners of hogs, because it is of common occurrence and, when deaths take place, the real cause is sometimes overlooked. Other comparatively rare diseases might be described, but it is thought best to include only those frequently encountered.
CASTRATION OF SMALL PIGS
All male pigs not intended for breeding purposes should be castrated at an early age. A castrated pig is thereafter called a barrow and his position in the herd is much the same as that of a capon or castrated rooster. Both fail to assume further male characteristics and tend to resemble females as far as their physical appearance and disposition are concerned.
The best time to castrate small pigs is two or three weeks
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